THE AMERICAN NOVEL

waves or turn the arrow aside. Without these simpler mani-
festations, Lincoln came to live as the founder of every cult
lives, in the echoes of his voice on many tongues and in the
vibrations of his voice in many affections. His chief biographer
in the next decade was again a poet, Carl Sandburg. If the
novelists fell behind the poets, so may they be said to have
fallen behind the people. While the novelists were inventing
plots the people were creating and accepting a cult

Melville was little remembered and had no followers. Haw-
thorne though much read was not imitated. Howells, who
lived till 1920, had put forth his critical influence so long
before that it had been absorbed in practice and was taken
for granted rather than recognized. Yet it was he who had
done most to civilize the ordinary run of American fiction,
and however remotely he affected its amiable and decent
realism. The most varied books had something of his spirit
in them: Charles Macomb Flandrau's delightful Harvard
Episodes (1897); Alice Hegan Rice's homely Mrs. Wfggs of
the Cabbage Patch (1901); William Allen White's Kansas
chronicle A Certain Rich Man (1909); even David Gray's
Gallops (1898, 1903), concerned with the parish of St
Thomas Equinus near New York City and its horse-worship-
ping sportsmen. If the new century had no humorist of the
stature of Mark Twain it still had Booth Tarkington with his
comedies of childhood; Irvin S* Cobb, who continued Mark
Twain's technique of humorous autobiography; and Harry
Leon Wilson, whose Bunfcer Bean (1912), Ruggles of Red
Gap (1915), and Merton of the Movies (1922) pleased a
hearty public with an excellent fun which has been overlooked
by shortsighted, low-spirited criticism. Although Mark Twain,
alone among first-rate American novelists, had tried his hand
at detective stories, he contributed nothing to the type, which
increasingly flourished after 1900. Craig Kennedy, the scientific
hero in many stories by Arthur Reeve, was perhaps the best
known detective in American detective fiction before 1920,